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CHILDREN'S STORY TIME 

The apostle Paul quotes from the prophet Isaiah in Romans 15:12-13 where we read: And again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him."  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

I would like to invite our children up to the stage this morning. I have a special message for them. Come on up. 

God tells us in His Bible how we can have true peace. God says He will fill our hearts with joy and peace when we trust in Him.

When I was a little boy, there was a rhyme we would say in the evening when it would begin to get dark. As soon as it was dark enough for us to see the very first star in the sky, we would say:

	Star light, star bright,
	First star I see tonight,
	I wish I may, I wish I might
	Have the wish I wish tonight.

After we said that, we would make a wish for something that we would like to have. 

Have any of you ever heard or said that rhyme before? 

Have you ever made a wish?  What do you wish for, for Christmas?

When I said that rhyme and made my wish I never really expected my wish to come true. It was just wishful thinking.

A wish is a desire for something that seems impossible, such as, ‘she wished she could have a pony for Christmas’.”  

Today, I want you to think about another star -- Jesus.  

One of the names given to Jesus in the Bible is the “Bright Morning Star.” (Revelation 22:16) 

Jesus is not a wishing star, but a star of hope. Jesus gives hope that we can count on.

There is a big difference in wishing and hoping, isn’t there?  

In wishing, it means it might not come true. But when we put our hope in Jesus and the promise He has given us we know it will come true. 

Jesus will give us true peace.

When we put our hope and trust in the “Bright Morning Star” (who is the Bright Morning Star—Jesus) we are filled with the peace that only he can give because Jesus will bring peace into our hearts when we ask Him to live in our hearts. e He is with us all the time.

So when you see a star, think of Jesus, the bright and morning star -- our only hope for peace on earth.

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, as we see the many stars - in the decorations of this season - may we be reminded - that you are the “"Bright Morning Star” - and that when we put our hope in you, - we will be filled with peace. -  Amen.

Take your seats, thanks for coming up and helping me. And as they take their seats let’s stand and greet one another in the peace of Christ.
Christian Author J. Oswald Sanders once said, “Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God.”

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Luke 2:8-14. And as you turn there let’s pray.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

And on earth…peace.

Peace must be one of the most already-but-not-yet aspects of our faith.

You know what I mean. We live between these two advents, this first arrival of Christ we just read about and His second coming we look forward too.

In this in between time there are aspects of our faith that we understand to be complete and secure in Christ, but they are not yet fully a part of our experience in the here and now of today.

We are already a new creature in Christ but we are not yet fully like Christ. But we are working toward it.  This transformation will be complete when Christ returns and we are in His presence.

The season of Advent has a great deal of this already-but-not-yet idea associated with it. 

With Advent we celebrate the already coming of Jesus Christ our Savior… but there is a not yet aspect found in His second coming. 

We celebrate that first Advent in that little town of Bethlehem, and we look to His Second Advent when He will return, inaugurating His ultimate rule and reign for eternity.

Already but not yet…the promise of peace must be like that too, since there is so much around us that is not peace.

War and rumors of war – Whether it’s North Korea or the Gaza strip, every newscast reminds us that we live in a world that knows very little of peace. 

Poverty – There is no peace when children are starving to death… no peace when so many are homeless and jobless. 

Danger – Peace isn’t even a reasonable fantasy when you are treated like a commodity and sold into slavery. Much of our world is dangerous, and these days the places we took for granted as safe (like schools or shopping malls) are no longer the safe havens we expect.

These are the biggies, the things we see out there. But what about in our lives, our homes and families, think the little things that invade our peace every day… the bickering, and confusion, and selfishness, and uncertainty.

Already-but-not-yet.  We have hope for peace, but often times it is hard to see much peace around us today.

So what is the already part of our peace? 
What is the peace we have now that the Bible describes as the peace that passes all understanding? What do we mean by peace?

When announcing the birth of Jesus, the angels proclaimed “peace on earth,” as if Jesus would bring peace. 

But when we go to the words of Jesus, we find, more often I’m afraid, that Jesus confronted our common notions of peace. 

Listen to what Jesus said about peace in Matthew 10:34-39:

“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. 

I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.

35 For I have come to turn "'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law-- 36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' 

37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

We would like to think that Jesus, ruling and reigning as Prince of Peace, would make all the bad things go away and bring us peace. 

We would like simple answers… or maybe a genie or fairy god mother to grant us our wishes. 

But Jesus doesn’t allow us this selfish peace; he won’t allow this sort of secular, humanist, self-centered, consumerist view of peace.

At the end of John 16 (verse 33) Jesus gives us another one of those great Bible promises: “In this world you will have trouble.”
Thanks for that promise! You won’t find that on some plaque in your living room.

We know that things are not yet as they will be and until then we will have trouble; and Jesus acknowledges the trouble.

But thank God that the promise doesn’t end there!

Verse 33 goes on to say: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”

Now that’s a promise!

This promise is really the exclamation point on a couple of pages of monologue, from Jesus, to encourage His followers. 

Starting back in John chapter 14:1, Jesus tells His followers:
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.”

In the following verses, Jesus goes on to tell His friends about heaven, and that He is the way, the truth, and the life.

He tells them that it won’t be long before He leaves them, at least in the flesh-and-blood way that they’ve known Him… but they will not be alone because Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would be with them, this empowering presence of God to lead them, comfort them, and empower them for God’s work.

He told His followers that they would bear fruit. They would be productive for God, but it wouldn’t be easy.

He goes on to tell them to love one another. And He tells them that even though the world would hate them, God would love them.

He said that He told His followers all these things so that they would have peace:
In John 16:33 Jesus says:  “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.”

All these things… the good and the bad.

“You’ll have trouble,” said Jesus. And you’ll be pruned and persecuted and some even killed. You’ll mourn.

But, you’ll have one another, and the Holy Spirit, and the love of the Father… and “in me,” Jesus said, “You may have peace.”

Peace.

Sometimes it helps me understand what something is by identifying what it isn’t. What is the opposite of peace? War? Poverty? Danger? That’s how the world looks at peace.

I think the announcement by the angel at Christ’ birth gives us the best answer back in Luke chapter 2. 

When the angel announced the birth of our Savior saying peace on earth, he also announced what the opposite of peace really is. 

Before he said “peace on earth” he said “do not fear.”

Fear is the opposite of peace, and today we can let this peace wipe away fear.

I suppose there are all sorts of things that we can be afraid of… but the thing we ought to fear most is that we would actually get what we deserve when presented to a Holy God.

I wonder if that is what was going through the minds of the shepherds in the field that night.

What was the first thing that the angel said? “Do not be afraid.”

What were they afraid of? Wouldn’t seeing an angel be an exciting thing?

But the text indicated they were afraid… terrified really.

You see it wasn’t just an angel they saw…it was the “glory of the Lord”.

They were afraid because they understood they were faced with God’s glory -- God’s holiness -- and they were undone. 

They understood that sin separated them from God.

There was no peace. There was fear.

War isn’t the opposite of peace… fear is the opposite of peace.

When we find ourselves face to face with a genuine expression of God’s glory, if left to our own merits and righteousness, our natural response should be fear.

Fear because we don’t measure up. Fear because we deserve punishment.

In the Bible, when you see an angel it often means it is time for God’s judgment – a perfect and utterly impartial standard of justice applied to everyone who declares war on God. 

So no wonder the shepherds were terrified! They knew that they, like all of us, deserve to be punished by God.

But what did the angel actually say to them? Let’s look again at verse 10 in Luke 2: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy…

This angel isn’t bringing bad news about God’s judgment. The real surprise is that this angel is bringing good news! 

And the good news is what Christmas is all about. 

The good news is all about Jesus. “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;” said the angel, “he is Christ the Lord.”

Good news! A savior has been born.

With the exception of a few atheists, it seems really easy for our culture to embrace Christmas. It really is the most wonderful time of the year!

The religious ideas are pretty easy to take… that a baby was born to do good things. Angels, and stars, and wise-men… nativity scenes… it is all marvelous.

But it isn’t just Baby Jesus… not just the Jesus of Christmas. 

He who saves us is the Jesus of Easter… the crucified and resurrected Jesus. 

A savior has been born. The Savior was born.

When that Savior lived, and then died on the cross, he took the punishment that we deserve from God, so that we don’t have to. 

He saved us by dying in our place. 

This little baby in the manger was pure and innocent. And he remained pure and innocent his whole life. 

He didn’t rebel against God or deserve God’s judgment. 

And yet he was nailed to a cross - killed like a common criminal – to take all the punishment that we deserve from God.

He was judged and condemned so that we can be free – free to have a relationship with God without fear. Free to enjoy peace with God.

Jesus didn’t come to merely end war… to broker a peace treaty. Jesus didn’t come merely to preach, teach or talk about peace. He came to be peace.
Advent Peace is Sacred Peace.

We need to be reminded that the peace offered by Jesus, this peace that we celebrate in Advent, is something different than what we might naturally think.

I mean “sacred” to be distinct from “secular.” I think that when we think in a secular way about peace, we think of peace being the absence of things: wars, fights, discomfort, noise, demands…

We might even go so far as to think of peace being emptiness. Peace isn’t emptiness; it is fullness.

The peace of Christmas is about presence (not presents). 

The peace of Advent is about adding to our lives. In the face of the trouble that this world inevitably brings, the peace of Advent is to align ourselves with the One who overcomes the world.

The peace we can fully enjoy today (already) is peace with God. 

Because of the gift of the Savior, announced by the angel to the shepherds, and now celebrated by us in this great season, we stand at peace with God. 

This Christ child would not only show the way, or make the way; he would be the way for us to enjoy peace with God through all eternity.

So in this season of peace, let us receive and more fully embrace this gift of peace.

Lord, help us to let peace rule in our hearts, as your Word proclaims.

Do you know what it is like to be reconciled to God? 

Do you know what it is like to be saved from God’s judgment and to be able to relate to him without fear?
Are you experiencing, today, any of this Sacred Peace?

Are you embracing all of this Sacred Peace?

If you turn to Jesus and ask him to be your Savior this Christmas, you can be forgiven by God and have the slate wiped clean.

Most, if not all, of us here this morning have already experienced this peace. But have you shared this peace?

Christmas is a great time to share your testimony of peace. It is a great time to introduce people to Jesus. Go ahead and start with Baby Jesus… but be sure to introduce them to the Savior too!

Christians rejoice every year as we remember the birth of Jesus. 

We celebrate the coming of our savior, the one who rescued us from God’s judgment and reconciled us to him. 

That’s what Christmas is really all about: not a temporary truce on the battlefields of the world or a superficial calm over Christmas dinner, but real peace between us and God.

But you may have missed out on this kind of Christmas in the past. If so, don’t let another Christmas slip by without asking Jesus to be your Savior, and to give you this peace.
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